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Dallas, TX 

October 14, 2008 
 

 
 
President Joy Summers-Ables called the meeting to order at 12:48pm.  
 
Joy announced three additions to the agenda: Survey Liaison’s report; special recognition given 
to Laurie Thompson; Research Awards.  
 
Joy called for additions or corrections to the 2007 Annual Meeting Minutes. Corrections to be 
made are: the spelling of the word “overhaul”; the spelling of “Millie” Moore’s name; Millie’s 
appointment to Chapter Council Representative; the Mayo Drake Award winner’s name should be 
“Dawn” Kruse.  
 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the Minutes as corrected. The motion was 
unanimously approved.  
 
President – Joy Summers-Ables asked the Local Arrangements Committee (LAC) members and 
Program Committee members to stand and be recognized for their hard work in putting together a 
great Annual Meeting in Dallas. 
 
State of the Chapter 
 
Following in Past President Brian Bunnett’s footsteps, Joy presented a State of the Chapter 
message. She recognized the Communications Committee for working hard this year to improve 
communications throughout the chapter. The committee implemented various wikis and blogs, a 
listserv, and an online newsletter for all members. Committee members helped with the Program 
Committee’s blog, the RegOnline work for the Annual Meeting’s web pages, the South Central 
Chapter (SCC) Procedures Manual was linked on our web page. The Communications 
Committee members are now beginning their work on the Web Page Redesign Task Force.  
 
Joy said, in the past, some of our new members have not felt included as they should have. The 
Chapter is working on doing a better job of welcoming everyone into the region.  
 
Joy told us the chapter had reached an all time high for our number of new members. We have 
63 new members. We have also broken the record for the total number of members. We now 
have 406 members. Much of the credit for this goes to the Membership Committee and Jon 
Crossno, who have worked diligently on increasing our membership numbers.  
 

Executive Board Reports 
 
President – Joy Summers-Ables’ report stands as submitted. 
 
President Elect – Nancy Burford asked that these corrections be made to her report: Joy 
Summers-Able should be the Listserv Manager, a part of the Communications Committee; 
Michael Coffman is the New Member at Large Appointee for the Communications Committee and 
his term runs from 2007 – 2009; Joy will be the Board Liaison for the 2009 LAC; Joy should be 
removed from the Program Committee’s roster as the Board Liaison.   
 
Past President – Brian Bunnett’s report stands as submitted.  
 
Secretary – Lynn Yeager’s report stands as amended. 
 
Treasurer – Becky McKay explained the expenses on the first page of her report. The amount for 
RegOnline had increased from $2,000 to $4,000. The amount ordinarily budgeted for travel will 
be used for a Web Site Task Force meeting. Becky called for all Mayo Drake Award recipients to 



 
see her after the meeting so she can write them a check. This report page did not reflect the 
$5,000 check written to the 2009 Tulsa LAC, therefore, the money left in this year’s budget is 
closer to $11,000 than $17,000. 
 
The second page reported income of $5,320 in dues, of which $775 went to HLIS dues. Becky 
said the Albuquerque meeting broke even. They had a positive balance of $46.57. Through the 
hard work of Katie Leudeke, the Fund Raising Committee this year raised $2,059.  
 
Becky reported she purchased $25,000 in certificates of deposits (CDs) – one for $15,000 for 20 
months and one $10,000 for 6 months. These had accrued $262 in interest. In addition to the 
CDs, SCC had $50,400 in the First Bank of Snook.  
 
The third page of the budget was the proposed budget for 2009, which was marginally less than 
the 2008 budget.  
 
Joy called for a vote to approve the 2009 proposed budget. The vote passed unanimously.  
  
MLA Chapter Council Representative – Millie Moore’s report stands as submitted. 
 
MLA Chapter Council Representative, Alternate – Susan Steeleman’s report was included 
with Millie Moore’s, and it stands as submitted.  
 
Hospital Library Interest Section (HLIS) - Melissa Kash-Holley’s report stands as submitted. 
 

Chapter Advisory Council Reports 
 

MLA Nominating Committee Nominee - Shari Clifton had no report. 

 
Special Appointments Reports 
 
Archivist - Elizabeth White had no report. 
 
Benchmarking Chapter Liaison & Educator – Vicki de Yampert had no report. 
 
Database Manager – Jon Crossno said the membership numbers that Joy reported were correct 
except for Louisiana, which had increased from 74 to 75. 
 
MLA Membership Committee Representative – Walee Chotikavanic’s report stands as 
submitted. 
 
Newsletter Co-Editors – Margaret Vugrin and Deborah Halsted said the History Committee 
requested the chapter have an official photographer to document our events like the Annual 
Meetings, Armadillo Balls and the Medical Library Association Annual Meetings. Margaret Vugrin 
is a professional photographer and had agreed to be the chapter professional photographer. A 
budget of $1,000 will be established for the expenses of this position. 
 
Parliamentarian – Marty Thompson had no report. 
 
LAC Chair 2009 – Beth Anne Freeman’s report stands as submitted. 
 
Webmaster – Angela Ledger had no report. 
 

Committee Chair Reports 
 
Awards and Scholarships Committee –Beatriz Varmin’s report stands as submitted. 
 
Bylaws – Donna Timm’s report stands as submitted. 
 
Communications – Regina Lee’s report stands as amended. 



 
 
Continuing Education – Joy Harriman’s report stands as submitted. 
 
Credentialing – Kelly Gonzalez’s report stands as submitted. 
 
Finance – Brian Bunnett’s report stands as submitted. 
 
Fund Raising – Katie Luedeke reminded us that the proceeds from fundraising go to support our 
awards and scholarships. She said we were the only chapter in the National Network of Libraries 
of Medicine who has a fund raising committee.     
 
Katie said our armadillo pin sales totaled $425, the Armadillo Accolades brought in $55, and the 
silent auction raised $973, with $344 earned just today. Katie said the total amount raised this 
year was a record-braking $2,000. 
 
Government Relations – Jack Raines’ report stands as submitted. 
 
History – Deborah Halsted’s and Margaret Vugrin’s report stands as submitted. 
 
Local Arrangements Chair – Kelly Gonzalez deferred her report to Jon Crossno. 
 
Membership Committee – Jon Crossno updated his report. He said there were five conference 
cancelations, with a sixth cancelation onsite.  The grand total number of registrants was two 
hundred and twenty-one people. Twenty eight people registered as vendors for a grand total of 
two hundred and forty-nine attendees.  
 
Nominating Committee – Brian Bunnett’s report stands as submitted.   
 
Program Committee – Dena Plaisted’s report stands as submitted.  

 
Special Awards 
 
Mayo Drake Award – The 2008 May Drake Awards went to Roy Brown, from the University of 
Oklahoma Health Sciences Center, and Candice Galindo, from the University of North Texas. 
 
Postell Awards – The 2008 Postell Award winners are: 
 MLA Annual Meeting – Lola Purvis 

SCC Annual Meeting – Emily Hurst, Angela Ledger, Lou Ann Thompson, Deidra 
Woodson 

 Other – Jessica Delgado, Siobhan Flahive, Rajia Tobia  
 
Special Recognition – Bobby Carter will retire after many years of service to SCC. Marty 
Thompson read a special Resolution on Bobby’s behalf, titled the 2008 Annual Meeting of the 
South Central Chapter of the Medical Library Association Resolution Honoring Bobby Carter, 
Assoc VP, Info Resources/Exec Director, Upon His Retirement From Gibson D. Lewis Health 
Science Library University of North Texas Health Science Center at Fort Worth. 
 
Special Certificate of Appreciation - Joy presented a special award to Brian Bunnett. Joy 
thanked Brian for assisting her during her time as president and presented Brian with a special 
certificate. 
 
Librarian of the Year - Jon Crossno received the Librarian of the Year Award. The award was for 
his “contribution to the overall function of the Association, for his role as Membership Database 
Manager and for his active participation as a member of the Ad Hoc Committee charged with 
selecting an electronic registration system and subsequent role in implementing the selected 
system, RegOnline, as Co-Chair of the Registration Sub-Committee for the 2008 Annual Meeting 
in Dallas, TX. Jon’s involvement in SCC/MLA, particularly with the activities highlighted above, 
reflects his ongoing commitment to improve member resources and services. Jon epitomizes the 
ideal of service, leadership and education that SCC works so hard to foster. Selecting him as the 
2008 SCC/MLA Librarian of the Year is an appropriate way to recognize his contributions”. 



 
 
Distinguished Service Award – Presented by Janna Lawrence, last year’s recipient of the 
Distinguished Service Award, the Distinguished Service Award went to Craig Elam. Janna read 
excerpts of support letters for Craig. One person called him the “Go-To Guy” when some new 
initiative or effort needs to be undertaken.” His role in helping to organize numerous Armadillo 
Balls was highlighted by most everyone, as was his politeness, graciousness, great sense of 
humor and willingness to help in every situation. 
 
Research Awards – Gary Ives thanked SCAMeL for their continued generous support of these 
awards. He thanked the Research and Scholarships and Awards Committee Members and those 
who volunteered as judges. The Award Winners are listed below. 
 
Contributed Posters Award Winners 
 
3

rd
 Place  

Poster title: Using Social Networking Software to Increase Communication Across Library 
Departments  
Authors: Abby Holt and Rena Sheffer 
 
2

nd
 Place 

Post title: What They Think They Know: A Self Assessment by New Health Sciences Center 
Students  
Author: Clayton Crenshaw 
 
1

st
 Place 

Poster title: The Hospital Library as an Active Participant in the Magnet Journey: A Case Study 
Author: Miriam Maullem 
 
Contributed Papers Award Winners 
 
3

rd
 Place  

Paper title: Web 2.0 Technologies in Medical Libraries 
Authors: Della Pan, Jodi Philbrick and Ana Cleveland  
 
2

nd
 Place 

Paper title: Search Engines & Healthy Connections for Consumers: A Prescription for Success! 
Authors: Dee Jones and Donna Timm 
 
1

st
 Place  

Paper title: Evaluation of Citation Errors of Papers Authored by Major State-Supported Academic 
Medical Center - A Pilot Study 
Authors: Karen Harker, Therona Ramos 
 

Announcements 
 
Armadillo Ball - Joy explained the difficulty in locating a place to have the Armadillo Ball at 
previous MLA meetings. This past May, however, Carla Funk provided space for us at the MLA 
Headquarters in Chicago. To thank Carla, SCC and SCAMeL contributed a total of $1,000 in 
support of the newly established Carl J. Funk Governmental Relations Award. Joy read a thank 
you letter from Carla.  
 
Change of Gavel – Joy Summers-Ables turned over the SCC gavel to new President Nancy 
Burford. Nancy gave Joy a gift of appreciation and thanked her for future assistance in the 
upcoming year. Nancy believes Joy will be as helpful to her as Brian was to Joy.  
 
New President – Nancy Burford announced the new elected officers for 2009 – 2010: 
 
President Elect - Shari Clifton 
Secretary – Kathy Kerdolff  
 



 
Resolution – Marty Thompson read aloud the closing meeting resolution. Please see attached  
2008 Annual Meeting of the South Central Chapter of the Medical Library Association Meeting 
Resolution. 
 
Invitation to Tulsa  
 
Beth Anne Freeman of the Oklahoma State University – Tulsa Library, issued an official invitation 
for all SCC members to come to Tulsa for the Annual Meeting in October of 2009. The Tulsa 
Local Arrangements Committee presented an Oklahoma-inspired music and photo video which 
welcomed everyone to Tulsa. The video was created by Melissa Kash-Holley. 
 
After the video, names were drawn and three Oklahoma gift baskets were given away. Beth Anne 
reminded the members to bring their luggage tags given away by the Tulsa 2009 LAC back to 
Tulsa.  
 
Nancy reminded us to attend the Big D Wine Down that evening from 6:00pm – 7:00pm. Joy 
announced the winners of the table center-pieces are those with orange dots underneath their 
chairs, and that for a donation the HLIS luncheon table center pieces are available. Katie 
Luedeke reminded everyone of the silent auction that evening. 
 

Adjournment 
 
The meeting was adjourned by President Nancy Burford at 2:16 p.m.  
 
Respectively submitted,  
 
Lynn Yeager 
Secretary, 2007 - 2008  
 



 
 

 
 

Medical Library Association (MLA) Update 
Mary Ryan, President 
October 14, 2008  
 
 
MLA President Mary Ryan told the SCC Chapter members that she has started a new blog for the 
MLA Board of Directors to communicate with the members of MLA. She encouraged us to start 
participating in the blog. 
 
Mary gave us a list of the priorities she is working on this year: 
 
Conflict of Interest – This topic is becoming increasingly important. She has established a task 
force to look at vendor relations.  Two members of the task force were at the meeting: Lynn 
Gwartney and Millie Moore. 
 
Environment – The Honolulu will be a green meeting. Mary encouraged us to start planning to 
attend the 2009 MLA Annual Meeting in Hawaii.  They are changing the schedule this year. The 
meeting will start at 7:00am each morning to give attendees time in the afternoon to enjoy the 
attractions. 
 
Emergency Management – The Librarians without Borders have posted information on MLANET 
to help us respond better to emergencies.  There will be two webcasts this year, the last one on 
disaster management.  Marty Thompson, Deborah Halsted and Ethel Madden will be featured 
speakers. The webcast will be on Wednesday, November 12, 2008. 
 
Recruitment and Retention – This is a major priority as many librarians will retire soon. MLA is 
doing the salary survey again this year and will gather demographic information that will be useful 
in addressing the problem of retention. Mary encouraged us to participate in the survey. 
 
Research Section - This group surveyed library directors and asked what the major issues are to 
be addressed in libraries. They compiled a list of thirteen questions that need to be answered by 
doing research. Mary asked us to look at the questions and incorporate them into the chapter’s 
research projects.  
 
Bylaws – MLA members approved three bylaw changes this year. They address Section Council, 
electronic voting for the MLA Nominating Committee Nominees and approving the listing of the 
MLANET Editor as one of the appointed MLA positions.  
 
Professional Advocacy – There is a joint legislative task force to address funding for the 
National Institutes of Health and the National Library of Medicine and the reopening of the 
Environmental Protection Agency libraries. 
 
Health Information Literacy – This is another very important topic. The group working on this 
project surveyed hospital administrators and health care professionals to see how important they 
think health information literacy is in patient outcomes. The group has developed a curriculum for 
us to deliver to our patrons. 
 
Personal Health Records - MLA/NLM has a joint task force to address privacy issues 
surrounding personal health records. The task force developed a statement, sent it to seven 
vendors, asking them to incorporate it into their electronic systems. So far, three of the seven 
have responded, all three agreeing to use the statement.  
 
Publications – Neal Schuman published two books written by SCC members. Joy Harriman and 
Ana Cleveland.  Mary reminded us to make suggestions for publications we would like to see to 
the publisher. 
 



 
Journal of the Medical Library Association – A group is working to make JMLA more user-
friendly and has produced a survey asking what MLA members would like to see in the journal. A 
new feature is the Member Highlight. 
 
Nineteen publications were published in major journals this year that mention MLA. These reach 
an estimated 38 million readers. 
 
Medspeak brochures are becoming more popular. Several of them have been re-written this year 
and are being translated into foreign languages. 
 
PowerPoint slides sessions that promote medical librarianship are now available on MLANET. 
 
2009 Annual Meeting, Hawaii - Mary told us more about the Hawaii meeting and reminded us 
again to try to plan and attend the MLA Annual Conference in 2009.   
 
SCC 35

th
 Anniversary- It is the thirty-fifth anniversary of SCC. SCC began in Little Rock, 

Arkansas. Because of this date, MLA presented a special resolution to SCC.  Please see the 
following attached Resolution from the Medical Library Association to the South Central Chapter 
of the Medical Library Association, Inc. 
  



 



 
  

2008 Annual Meeting of the South Central Chapter of the Medical Library Association 
Meeting Resolution 

 
 
Whereas, the South Central Chapter of the Medical Library Association met October 11-15, 2008 

in the beautiful city o f Dallas, Better known as “Big D”, during the great State Fair of Texas; 
and 

Whereas, this meeting provided members with an opportunity to improve our libraries from 
exhibitors to posters in a great exhibit hall; and 

Whereas, the paper sessions provided another great opportunity to learn about successes from 
colleagues; and 

Whereas, the food provided by the Radisson at breakfast, lunch and dinner rivaled the meals 
provided to royalty; and 

Whereas, the members were wined, liquored and dined among the flying machines of the 20
th
 

century, and both old and young librarians were able to experience the fun of wiggling, 
shaking and moving in twisted motions together, or sit and enjoy the performance of 
interactive communication while tapping their fingers or feet in time with the motions on the 
dance floor; and 

Whereas, JSA (Joy Summers-Ables) showed the membership that the President cannot only 
provide leadership in the meetings, but could provide it on the dance floor as well;  and 

Whereas, the old productive, former exciting, delightful members watched the new baby 
generation of librarians begin to take their place on the hot blooded, steamy, noisy, crowded 
dance floor; and 

Whereas, Greg Notess guided us through the Web 2.0 where some became lost, others became 
excited, and others realized that there was not sufficient brain cells left to absorb all these 
new fangled opportunities and wish those with young brains the best of luck; and 

Whereas, Ronald Crossno for a second time at a chapter meeting left members mesmerized with 
his discussion of palliative care and for some it was a lesson learned, for others it was 
painfully real; and 

Whereas, JoAnn Sanders strengthened our values about health literacy which improves health 
safety and brought realization to many members; of which 30% of our group is not able to 
understand SCC instructions; and 

Whereas, the Local Arrangements Committee (LAC) again stood on the backs of previous LACs 
and provided each and everyone with gracious hospitality; efficient, par excellence service 
and treated everyone as royalty; and 

Whereas, the members were provide with a great opportunity to see and greet friend from the 
past: Bill Leasure, Joe Davis, Al McClendon, JAM Major, Pat Craig and Sherry Thompson; 
and 

Whereas, baskets, Armadillo Accolades and Armadillo pins, created an environment of giving, 
thereby helping the chapter; and 

Whereas, this was beginning to end a great, no, excellent meeting for both the young and the old; 
Therefore be it resolved, that the membership in the fine tradition of Texas offer a “BIG” thanks to 

the Program Committee and the LAC for another stimulating and exciting meeting. 
 
 
Presented October 15, 2008 by Marty Thompson, Director 
Robert M. Bird Health Sciences Library, University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center 



 
2008 Annual Meeting of the South Central Chapter of the Medical Library Association 

Resolution Honoring Bobby Carter, Assoc VP, Info Resources/Exec Director 
Upon His Retirement From 

Gibson D. Lewis Health Science Library 
University of North Texas Health Science Center at Fort Worth 

 
 
 

Whereas, Bobby Carter has been the Director of the UNT Library and a member of SCC 

for over 30 years; and 

Whereas, he is one of the original members of the SCAMeL Board and has served as the 

Treasurer since the inception; and 

Whereas, he is a true Texan in all aspects including the boots, the leather belts, the 

overall dress, and the howdy with a smile, slap on the back, or a viral handshake; and 

Whereas, he is a gentleman of the older generation; and 

Whereas, he has supported his staff to be involved in SCC in every possible way, they 

have become leaders in the organization; and 

Whereas, he was considered to be the ladies man of SCC for many years before meeting 

his lovely wife, who has become an important part of SCC activities; and 

Whereas, he has continued to be one of the more accomplished dancers of the group; 

and  

Whereas, he has supported SCC and MLA at every turn during his career; and 

Whereas, the Armadillo Ball is synonymous with him as the planner, greeter, and 

bouncer; 

Therefore be it resolved, that SCC expresses its deep, heart-felt thanks to one of the 

legends of this august body. 

 
 
Presented October 15, 2008 by Marty Thompson, Director 
Robert M. Bird Health Sciences Library, University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center 
 
 


